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AC2016 I Rooted 
& Grounded 

ANNUAL CONFERENCE HAS A TOTALLY NEW LOOK THIS YEAR! 


AC2016: Rooted and Grounded 
starts out uniquely because 
instead of Sunday through 
Wednesday, the event runs 
from Wednesday to Saturday, 
June 8-11 as more than 1,000 
United Methodists from 
throughout Louisiana gather 
in the Gold Dome at Centenary 
College in Shreveport. 

DURING AC2016, WE WILL BE INSPIRED 
by guest speakers; we will celebrate, ordain, com¬ 
mission and remember; and we will be in fellow¬ 
ship with partners in ministry who share a com¬ 
mon mission of making disciples of Jesus Christ 
for the transformation of the world! 

The scriptural focus for AC2016 is Ephesians 
3:14-21. The theme, “Rooted and Grounded,” is a 
reminder to Louisiana’s United Methodists to stay 
grounded individually—and as a conference— 
in our fundamentals of faith. The AC2016 logo 
displays a Louisiana Cypress tree with strong 
roots that keep the tree nourished, grounded 
and resilient in storms, and in sunny weath¬ 
er. The logo was created by Rev. Ann Sutton, 


pastor of Northwood United Meth¬ 
odist Church in Lafayette. 

During Thursday morning’s ^ 
Communion Service and Episco¬ 
pal Address at 10:30 a.m., an offer¬ 
ing will be taken that is dedicated to 
assist with disaster response for those 
affected by the storms of 2016 in the state 
of Louisiana. Churches will bring offerings from 
their respective congregations, and individual 
United Methodists are encouraged to make per¬ 
sonal gifts to the fund, as well. Checks should be 
made to the Louisiana Conference and marked 
“Lor the Storms of 2016.” An offering will be tak¬ 
en during Thursday evening worship services for 
the same fund. 

During Thursday evening’s worship experi¬ 
ence in the Gold Dome, Rev. Mike Slaughter 
will serve as featured speaker. Rev. Slaughter is 
the lead pastor of Ginghamsburg Unit¬ 
ed Methodist Church in Tipp City, 

Ohio, where he has served since 
1979. He has grown this congrega¬ 
tion from a weekly worship atten¬ 
dance of 90 to a present attendance 
of 4,500. Slaughter is an innovative 
pastor whose life-long passion is to 
reach the lost and set the oppressed free 
His “gift of irritation,” as he has la¬ 
beled his talent, encourages laity 
and clergy alike to “get out of their 
comfort zones” in order to preach 
the Word of God to all people—in 
word, and in deed. 




On Thursday morning at 8 a.m., 
the Laity Session will be held at 
First UMC, located at the head of 
Texas Street in Shreveport. Rev. 
Mike Slaughter will once again be 
featured, presenting in a “conver¬ 
sation style” with lay delegates and 
guests. 

Louisiana Conference clergy are holding their 
annual session at Brown Chapel on Centenary’s 
campus from 3:30-6 p.m. on Wednesday after¬ 
noon. Slaughter will address the clergy during 
their time together. 

In addition, the featured speaker for AC2016 
will address clergy and laity together in the Gold 
Dome on Friday from 8-9 a.m. when Slaughter 
will offer a “teaching moment.” 

The Wesley Awards will be highlighted in a 
different format this year. The annual confer¬ 
ence will still be spotlighting minis¬ 
tries around our state that embody 
the DNA of The United Methodist 
Church in Louisiana, but the win¬ 
ners will be shared in videos that 
will be played throughout AC2016: 
Rooted and Grounded. Churches 
were asked to submit entries for this 
year’s Wesleys. 

“As before, Wesley Award winners 
embody local church ministries 
that lead others to an abundant life 
in Christ, engage the community 
in significant ways, tell the Gospel 
story in creative ways, and seek to 
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reach new people,” said Dr. Don 
Cottrill, provost. 

Assisting AC2016 with this 
“new look,” Revs. Karli Pidgeon, 
pastor of Cornerstone UMC in 
New Orleans, and Katie McKay 
Simpson, pastor of University UMC in 
Lake Charles, will serve as “hosts” 
during annual conference. As 
our very own “Hoda and Kathie 
Lee,” Karli and Katie will intro¬ 
duce events and speakers inter¬ 
mittently throughout AC2016. 

In their own inimitable styles, the 
two pastors will add a lively tone to the 
proceedings. 

The Design Team is very excited that all wor¬ 
ship services held during AC2016 will be live- 
streamed this year! Those services include our 
annual Communion Service, combined with 
Bishop Cynthia Fierro Har¬ 
vey’s Episcopal Address, 
slated for Thursday, 
June 9 at 10:30 a.m.; 
a Worship Experience 
with keynote speak¬ 
er Rev. Mike Slaughter 
on Thursday evening at 7 
p.m.; the Celebration of Min¬ 
istry (Ordination and Commissioning), to be 
held Friday, June 10 at 7:30 p.m.; and a Service of 
Celebration and Hope: Going Forth to See, Hear, 
Believe the Good News at approximately 10 a.m. 
on Saturday, June 11. The Saturday service will 


include the annual Me¬ 
morial Service and will 
also highlight the tra¬ 
ditional Passing of the 
Mantle. All services will 
be held in the Gold Dome on 
Centenary’s campus, except for the Cel¬ 
ebration of Ministry, which will be held 
at First United Methodist Church in 
Shreveport. Lauren Hudson, an in¬ 
tern for The Wesley Foundation at 
Louisiana State University in Baton 
Rouge, will be the artist interpret¬ 
ing these worship experiences through 
graphic recordings in chalk throughout 
the annual conference. 

Another exciting “real-time” ex¬ 
perience that people can enjoy in 
person, as well as remotely, is the 
ability to live-chat with spiritual 
directors throughout the whole 
of AC2016. Stations will be set up 
around the Gold Dome where trained 
spiritual directors will be ready to answer 
questions and pray with delegates. Del¬ 
egates will also have the opportuni¬ 
ty at these stations to interact with 
chalkboard graphic recordings of 
questions posed by the spiritual 
directors. Those viewing annual 
conference online will also be able 
to “check in” with spiritual directors 
during each live stream event. This gives the 
folks at home opportunities to feel that they are 


"Another exciting 'real-time' experience that people 
can enjoy in person, as well as remotely, is the ability to 
live-chat with spiritual directors throughout the whole 
of AC2016. Stations will be set up around the Gold 
Dome where trained spiritual directors will be ready to 
answer questions and pray with delegates." 


participating in AC2016, not sepa¬ 
rated from the event. 

Joining Slaughter on Thursday 
evening is the worship team from 
Foundry United Methodist Church 
in Sterlington. The public is invited to 
attend this special service which will fea¬ 
ture inspiring words from Slaughter and excit¬ 
ing contemporary worship led by the team from 
Foundry UMC. In addition to Foundry UMC’s 
worship team, our “home grown” list of musi¬ 
cians includes the praise band from The Refuge 
Worship at Trinity UMC in Ruston (under the 
leadership of Mark Burns) and Nolan Budgewa- 
ter, worship leader at Summer Grove UMC in 
Shreveport, who will serve as this year’s 
song leader. Trinity’s praise band and 
Burns will lead the opening service 
for AC 2016. 

Adam Philley, director of Mu¬ 
sic Ministries at Broadmoor UMC 
in Shreveport, will serve as music 
director for all traditional worship 
services throughout AC2016; Rev. Drew 
Sutton, pastor of First UMC in Lafay¬ 
ette, and Rev. Chad Brooks, pastor of 
Foundry UMC in Sterlington, will 
design and coordinate all contem¬ 
porary services. 

Not every aspect of this year’s 
conference is brand new. Like last 
year, video recordings of this year’s 
ordinands and retirees will be shown 
throughout AC2016. And due to its success, 
there will be an encore of the Young Adult Gath¬ 
ering during this year’s event. 

Before departing on Saturday, conference 
members will witness and participate in the Pass¬ 
ing of the Mantle, Fixing of Appointments, and 
sharing in communion during a Service of Cel¬ 
ebration and Hope: Going Forth to See, Hear, Be¬ 
lieve the Good News. During that service, there 
will also be a Celebration of Life, as we remem¬ 
ber those clergy and clergy spouses who entered 
Life Eternal during the past year. Rev. 
Dr. Don Cottrill, provost, will serve 
as speaker for the service. ■ 














AC2016: Rooted & Grounded Agenda 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 8 


CHALKIN' 
IT UP... 


9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. 
12:00 Noon - 2:30 p.m. 
3:30 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. 

6:00 p.m. 

THURSDAY, JUNE 9 

6:30 a.m. 
7:15 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

8:00 a.m. 


10:20 a.m. 
10:30 a.m. 
12:30 p.m. 


2:15 p.m. 
2:30 p.m. 


3:25 p.m. - 3:45 p.m. 

4:40 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 

FRIDAY, JUNE 10 

6:30 a.m. 
8:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. 
9:00 a.m. - 9:15 a.m. 

9:15 a.m. 


10:15 a.m. -10:35 a.m. 

12:00 Noon 

2:00 p.m. 

3:10 p.m. 
3:25 p.m. 
4:30 p.m. 

7:00 p.m. 
7:30 p.m. 


SATURDAY, JUNE 11 

6:30 a.m. 
7:45 a.m. 
8:00 a.m. 
9:45 a.m. 
10:10 a.m. 


12:00 Noon 


New Clergy Meeting - Smith Bldg Room 108 

Registration Begins - Fitness Center 

Board of Ordained Ministry Meeting 

Clergy Session w/Mike Slaughter-Brown Chapel 

Dinner 


Morning Prayer - Amphitheater (Sponsored by UMM) 

Registration Continues - Fitness Center 

Laity Meeting and Conversation with Mike Slaughter - 

First United Methodist Church, Shreveport 

Pre Service Music / Opening Worship 

Episcopal Address and Holy Communion 

LUNCH BREAK 

Clergy Spouse Luncheon 

CFA Question & Answer Gathering - 

Centenary Room-Cafeteria 

Gathering Music 

Business Session #1 

The Convening of the 46th Session of the 
Louisiana Annual Conference 
Welcome 
Prayer 

Motions from the Secretary 

Motions/Rules of Order/Adoption of Agenda 

Episcopal Committee Report 

BREAK 

Dinner Break 

Evening Worship - Mike Slaughter - Gold Dome 


Morning Prayer - Amphitheater (Sponsored by UMM) 

Teaching Moment w/Mike Slaughter-Gold Dome 
BREAK 

Business Session #2 
Prayer 

Committee on Journal 
Lay Leader Report 
BREAK 

LUNCH BREAK 
Retirees Luncheon 
Business Session #3 
Board of Ordained Ministry 
BREAK 

Business Session #4 
Dinner Break 

Health Care Task Force Q & A - Cold Dome Conference Office 

Pre-Service Music - First UMC, Shreveport 

Celebration of Ministry - First UMC, Shreveport 

Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey - Preaching 

Reception Following Service, Bain Hall, First UMC, Shreveport 


Morning Prayer - Amphitheater ( Sponsored by UMM ) 

Gathering Music 
Business Session #5 
BREAK 

A Service of Celebration & Hope: Going Forth to See, Hear, 
Believe the Good News / Celebration of Life (Memorial Service) 
Passing of the Mantle, Fixing Appointments and Sending Forth 
Departure 


© FOR THE SECOND YEAR in a row, Lauren 
Hudson will be providing graphic recording in chalk 
during annual conference. 

The Zachary native, who is currently serving as 
an intern for the LSU Wesley Foundation in Baton 
Rouge, is excited about the opportunity to bring a vi¬ 
sual, artistic representation to speeches and sermons 
offered during AC2016: Rooted and Grounded. 

Hudson graduated from LSU in December of 2015 
with a degree in Elementary Education. A member 
of First United Methodist Church in Baton Rouge, 
Lauren is still basking in the excitement of provid¬ 
ing her chalk recording at General Conference 2016 
during Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey’s sermon the 
morning of May 16 in Portland, Oregon. 

“I was very honored to be able to go, and to ac¬ 
tually get to share that (chalk recording) with the 
United Methodist world!,” she said. 

When she got the call from Bishop Harvey inviting 
her to go to Portland, Lauren was quite surprised. “It 
was incredible. I was planning on finding a way to 
General Conference, anyway, because I really wanted 
to be there. So when the Bishop called, it was with¬ 
out hesitation that I said ‘Yes.’ I got tears in my eyes 
and started jumping up and down. It was the best 
day, ever,” she said. 

Lauren’s love of art grew as she took Art classes 
both in middle school and in high school. By the 
time she got to college, she began to incorporate her 
love of calligraphy in unexpected ways. “At the Wes¬ 
ley Foundation, we would write messages on chalk 
boards on the wall. These messages started out as an¬ 
nouncements, then developed into posting quotes. 
Since I have decent handwriting, I started incorpo¬ 
rating a calligraphy style on the chalk boards. And it 
kind of grew from there.” 

Be sure to look for Lauren at the nearest chalk¬ 
board during AC2016! ■ 



Lauren Hudson with one of her chalkboard creations. 









CELEBRATION of MINISTRY 


© THE CELEBRATION OF MINISTRY (for¬ 
merly the Commissioning and Ordination Ser¬ 
vice) will be held Friday at 7:30 p.m. at First Unit¬ 
ed Methodist Church in Shreveport. 

Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey will serve as 
preacher for the service. Adam Philley, direc¬ 
tor of Music Ministries for Broadmoor UMC in 
Shreveport, will lead the choir. 

In addition to ordaining elders and receiving 
them into full connection with the conference, 
as well as commissioning provisional elders, the 
service will include the recognition of an associ¬ 
ate member, and the licensing of local pastors. An 
offering will be received that evening for a tour of 
the Holy Land for new clergy ordinands. 

Immediately following the service, a reception 
will be held for ordinands, those being commis¬ 
sioned, the one being recognized as an associate 
member, those being newly licensed as local pas¬ 
tors, and retirees in Bain Hall in the First UMC 
complex. 

Five persons will be ordained elders and re¬ 
ceived into full connection with the conference. 
They are Colleen Allison Bookter, Albert Warren 
Clifton, Joy Lynn Comeaux, Bertrand Grifhn II 


and Marissa Sue Teauseau. 

Six will be commissioned as provisional el¬ 
ders. They are Katie Lynn Black, Leah Stevens 
Gaughan, Jason Klay Harrison, Hannah Nicole 
Henderson, Austin Chase Rinehart and Fernando 
Manuel Rivera. 

Kevin Dale Smith will be recognized as an as¬ 
sociate member of our conference. 

Nineteen persons will be recognized as new 
local pastors. They are James William Baker, Sr., 
Timothy James Barnes, Lloyd Nathaniel Barnett, 
Jr., Richard Lee Blue, Jr., Adam Thomas Camp¬ 
bell, Adam Lashlee Darragh, William Ryan Ford, 
Stephanie Edna Green, Donald Kelly Lum, Latrice 
Shonta Mallard, Kimberly Lea McGee, Rene’ Mor- 
adel, Mary Gennusa Rasch, Todd James Rossnagel, 
Lori Lorraine Spangler, Heidi Helen Spell, Greg¬ 
ory Ashby Toney, Michael McCarty Townsend, 
Debria Lewis Upton. 

All ordinands, those being commissioned, the 
one being recognized as an associate member, and 
those newly licensed local pastors will be recog¬ 
nized during the Friday afternoon session of An¬ 
nual Conference in the Gold Dome. The recog¬ 
nition of those completing the License to Preach 


School, those completing Course of Study School, 
and those receiving professional or paraprofes- 
sional certification in specialized areas of ministry 
will also happen at that time. 

Twelve people will be recognized for complet¬ 
ing the License to Preach School. They are James 
William Baker, Sr., Lloyd Nathaniel Barnett, Jr., 
Isadore Arthur Brown, Jr., Adam Thomas Camp¬ 
bell, Stephanie Edna Green, Ronda Lee Knox, La- 
trice Shonta Mallard, Rene’ Moradel, Mary Gen¬ 
nusa Rasch, Todd James Rossnagel, Lori Lorraine 
Spangler and Gregory Ashby Toney. 

Being recognized for completing the 20 classes 
for the Course of Study School are Lisa Thomasee 
Mayo and Caroline Marie Wilkinson. 

Six will be recognized for professional or para- 
professional certification in specialized areas of 
ministry. They are Stephanie Renita Bookman, 
Angie Lynn Champine, Kyle James Deroche, 
Lynley Eiken Jones, Julie Dee Lafosse and Bil¬ 
lie Beck Tate. 

Three will be recognized as the newest Certi¬ 
fied Lay Ministers in our conference. They are 
Earl William Cumming, Barbara Ann Soniat, and 
James Alden Wilkins. ■ 


MISSIONARIES 


© FAMILY, FRIENDS and the Louisiana Annual Conference 
will watch as David and Elizabeth McCormick are recognized 
as new missionaries of The United Methodist Church during 
AC2016. Those gathered in the Gold Dome will pray for the 
McCormicks on Thursday, June 9 in the afternoon. 

On May 19, along with 27 others, the McCormicks were 
commissioned by the Church during the denomination s 
2016 General Conference, its legislature that meets every 
four years. 

The husband and wife team—who are members of Grace 
Community UMC in Shreveport—have been assigned to Mozambique at the 
Chicuque Rural Hospital. David will serve as administrator for the hospital 
and Elizabeth will serve as pharmacist for the medical facility. 

Elizabeth remembers the first time she felt “stirrings” about serving as a 
missionary. “As a young teen, I heard a missionary who came to our church, 
speaking about her work in Africa. I was usually that child that slept in 
church. But listening to the missionary, I found myself awake in body and 
in spirit,” she said. 

Life went on for Elizabeth. She attended Centenary College for four years, 
during which time thoughts of the missionary life ran through her mind 
once more. “But I decided for more education, attending and completing 
pharmacy school. I married David and started working to pay off college 
loans. We started our family. We got comfortable with our life, going to work, 
raising children, doing what we wanted with our money.” 

McCormick began to think that “those doors” leading to missionary life 



The McCormicks, 

Elizabeth, David and 
their daughters Eva, 4, 
and Annie, 2. 

were closed. But something 
began to stir, and both Eliza¬ 
beth and David began to feel 
“uncomfortable.” They began 
to ask themselves, “Is this re¬ 
ally how we are called to be 
as Christians?” 

With the help of a small 
accountability group, the 
couple began a season of 
prayer and discernment. The two intentionally fasted and sought God’s 
guidance in their next steps. 

David, a lifelong United Methodist, shared that his call to the mission¬ 
ary life “intertwined” with Elizabeth’s call. “As a cradle Methodist, I had 
always had opportunities to serve in similar ways. But I began to feel the 
Spirit stir, seeing the Holy Spirit in the eyes of other people. The veil is thin 
between heaven and earth, and Elizabeth and I began to more clearly see 
our part in God’s mission. Soon, the door was wide open, and we were 
ready for anything.” 

“Eva has been telling her classmates that we are moving to Africa. She keeps 
asking, ‘Can we go to Africa tomorrow?,”’ said Elizabeth. They admit that 
moving so far away from family and friends will be challenging in light of 
the fact that the McCormicks will only travel back to Louisiana every three 
years on furlough. “It is hard, but our families have come to recognize that 
this is what we have been called to do,” said David. ■ 
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CLERGY RETIREES 

| “And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, 
and some as pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work 
of service, to the building up of the body of Christ; until we all attain to the unity 
of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God...” 

- Ephesians 4:11-13 


Retirees 

• Byron Aucoin, Jr. 

• Chris Blanchard 

• David Carlton 

• Carol Civils 

• Don Cottrill 

• David Dietzel 

• Anita Dinwiddie 

• Jeff Duke 

• Stephen Fleming 

• Ken Graham 

• Trey Harris 

• Richard "Dick" Hooton 

• Willie Laws 

• Tim Lawson 

• M. Theresa McConnell 

• Elizabeth Northen 

• Raymond Owens 

• Byron Putnam 

• Tony Ranero 

• Carolyn Richardson 

• Pam F. Roy 

• Connie Saizon 

• Stephen Spurlock 

• John Vining 

• Fred Wideman 

• Sandra Williams 

• Earline Guidry 

• Betty McCarver 
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B. Aucoin, Jr. C. Blanchard D. Carlton C. Civils D. Cottrill 



David Dietzel A. Dinwiddie J. Duke S. Fleming K. Graham 



R. Hooton 


W. Laws 


T. Lawson 


T. McConnell 



E. Northen R. Owens B. Putnam T. Ranero C. Richardson 



P. Roy C. Saizon S. Spurlock J. Vining F. Wideman S. Williams 
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“Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example 
for the believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith and in purity.” 

1 Timothy 4:12 


Dillard University 

Daralyn Fulton • Baton Rouge 
Imani Gabriel • New Orleans 
Macharia Kirk • Shreveport 
Acquanetta Richards • New Orleans 
Leonesha Sims* • Houma 

Centenary College 

Shelby Baham • New Orleans 
Harrison D. Folse • New Orleans 
Ben Green • Shreveport 
Jonathan W. Harrel, Jr. • Monroe 
Alexandra Hornsby • Lake Charles 
Cole Lavergne • Lake Charles 
Catherine LeBlanc • Baton Rouge 
Peyton Miller • Lake Charles 
Victor Robert* • Baton Rouge 
Amanda Willis • Monroe 


*Bishop William and Kay Hutchinson 
Endowed Scholarship Recipients 



J. Harrel, Jr. A. Hornsby M. Kirk 



C. Lavergne C. LeBlanc P. Miller 























IN MEMORIAM 


“Let not your heart be 
troubled: you believe 
in God, believe also in 
me. In my Father’s house 
are many mansions: if it 
were not so, I would have 
told you. I go to prepare 
a place for you. 

John 14:1-3 


Clergy 

Thomas M. Babington • 1934-2015 
James J. Caraway • 1926-2016 
Rita Chiasson • 1940-2016 
Retha V. Corrigan 
Wesley Cyprian 
Paul Dean Davis • 1931-2015 
Thomas A. Dunbar • 1947-2015 
James Elder • 1959-2015 
Edwin Hugh House, Jr. 

Jarrell Morgan • 1930-2015 
Robert Miller • 1920-2015 
Gerry Charlotte Phelps • 1931-2016 
Samuel D. Reeves • 1936-2015 
James Philip Woodland • 1929-2015 

Clergy Spouses 

Freida Tait Averett • 1927-2015 
Kathlyn Harris Baker • 1928-2015 
Fannie Jewel Brown 
Rosemary Everett Cady 
Muriel E. Daigle • 1929-2015 
Sue Ellen Dykes • 1918-2015 
Olivia Ann Evans • 1946-2015 
Marguerite Garrett • 1919-2015 
Patricia Olmstead Gore • 1929-2015 
Betty Elliott House • 1925-2016 
Doris L. Howell • 1912-2015 
Patricia F. Means • 1936-2016 
Carol Meek 

Linda Nugent • 1948-2016 
Persephone H. Raymond • 1921-2015 
Bobbie Reed • 1932-2016 
Inda Mae Taylor • 1919-2015 
Louise Thomas 



T. Babington J. Caraway R. Chiasson P. Davis 



T. Dunbar J. Elder J. Morgan R. Miller 



G. Phelps P. Woodland F. Averett R. Cady 



M. Daigle 


S. Dykes 



B. House D. Howell P. Raymond L. Thomas 



B. Reed 


A. Evans 
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E. House, Jr. 


R. Corrigan 

























A Place to Call Home 

MACDONELL CHILDREN'S SERVICES OFFERS A SAFE HOME 
FOR CHILDREN IN HOUMA, LOUISIANA I By Betty Backstrom 


Tom (not his real name), 
a resident of MacDonell 
Childrens Services, is 
glad to be back at the 
facility that has provided 
him shelter and emotional 
support in the past. 


in 

school,” he said. “Ever since I came back to MacDonell, the help provided by tutors has 
helped me to go from making Fs to making As in math.” Tom had been a resident at the 
home three years ago. 

MacDonell Children’s Services, a child care agency located on an oak-tree-shaded cam¬ 
pus in Houma, La., is a United Methodist Women-supported national mission institution. 

“MacDonell is a fun place to live. You get support and they show a lot of love. They help 
you do what you need to do—they try to teach you and prepare you for the future,” said Tom. 


Meeting children where they are 

This residential home that is preparing Tom and other children for life is nestled in the bay¬ 
ous of Cajun Country, an area largely populated by working-class people with big hearts 
and natural hospitality. 

That same warmth is exhibited by MacDonells staff, who strive to provide a safe, lov¬ 
ing and nurturing environment to their family of residents. Those residents, boys and girls 
from the ages of 11-17, are there because the Louisiana Department of Child and Family 
Services deems that they are in need of the facility’s care. 

“These are children and adolescents whose needs cannot be met in their families or in 
the foster care system,” said Kevin Champagne, executive director for MacDonell. “Many 
have experienced abuse or neglect in their young lives, and our job is to help them get to a 
point where they can return to their families or the foster care system.” 

Previously, Champagne worked in the inpatient psychiatric unit at Chabert Medical Cen¬ 
ter and as the compliance officer of Chabert under the Louisiana State University system. 
He has served in the position of executive director of MacDonell for more than two years. 

When children arrive at MacDonell, the staff strives to meet each child where they are 
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mentally, physically, socially, emotionally and 
spiritually. At the time of placement in the fa¬ 
cility, an individualized plan is developed that 
is designed to fulfill the needs of that child and 
to assist her or him in meeting their full poten¬ 
tial in adulthood. 

“The staff at MacDonell believes it is very im¬ 
portant for each child to assist with setting goals 
for themselves so that they can develop the in¬ 
dependence and self-confidence they need to be 
successful in life,” said Champagne. 

Amber Cangelosi, business office manager 
for the home, came to MacDonell from a “very 
corporate” environment. 

“The biggest difference five noticed is that 
corporate America is driven by money, and 
here our ultimate goal is to help children,” said 
Cangelosi. 

Most people don’t realize the extent of the 
number of children that need this kind of help, 
she said. “We live in a bubble. These are the kids 
that your children are going to school with, and 
they need the community’s support.” 

Bryan Augustine, service plan manager for 
MacDonell, receives referrals on the children 
from the state Department of Child and Family 
Services. He deals almost daily with the family 
and city court systems and works to keep up 
with the required documentation. He has been 
with MacDonell for 26 years, rising to his cur¬ 
rent position after starting out as a child care 
worker. 

“I love it,” said Augustine. “The work we do 
is so critical.” 

Krystal Dion, residential services coordina¬ 
tor for MacDonell, oversees recreation and ed¬ 
ucational assistance. She feels most rewarded 
by the job when she observes the children ex¬ 
hibiting behavior that shows the progress they 
have achieved. 

“Just recently, some of the kids were head¬ 
ing back home after baseball practice and they 
heard a woman screaming for help. When they 
went over to her, they saw that her hand was 
caught in a fence. She was in her nightclothes 
and very cold. One of the boys gave her his 
jacket to wear, and they applied pressure to the 
wound on her hand. The kids contacted their 
coach, who then called 911. It was a very mature 
and caring response on the part of the children,” 
said Dion. 

The program at MacDonell Home is de¬ 
signed specifically to build the maturity exhib¬ 
ited when the children helped the hurt woman. 


According to Mr. Champagne, a rewards system 
seems to help students stay on track and make 
the connection that positive behavior produces 
positive results. 

John (not his real name), a resident at the 
home explained that if he receives good scores, 
the reward could be weekend outings like trips 
to the Audubon Zoo in New Orleans. 

“If you’re good, sometimes you can go to Peli¬ 
cans basketball games or other sports events. 
You can also have more electronics time. Or 
maybe play sports on a local team.” 

The village it takes 

The opportunity to participate in community 
sports leagues is one of the ways that MacDonell 
has recently increased visibility for the facility 
and allowed for more freedoms for its residents. 
Just as important as league sports is the rela¬ 
tionship that exists with First United Methodist 
Church in Houma, which connects the children 
with caring people who offer love and opportu¬ 
nities for spiritual development. 

Many of the children attend 8:45 a.m. wor¬ 
ship services at First United Methodist on most 
Sunday mornings. “Some have served as aco¬ 
lytes and ushers. Over the years, I have baptized 
a number of the boys,” said the Rev. Don Ross, 
pastor. 

The kids participate in the church’s vaca¬ 
tion Bible school each year and are included in 
church pot lucks and other events. 

“They also helped us unload pumpkins that 
were delivered for the church’s annual pumpkin 
patch,” said Rev. Ross, who leads a weekly Bible 
study at MacDonell for the children. 

“On Sundays, if the kids are not here, there 
is a void. A couple of them have shared with us, 
with one even performing a rap song for the 
congregation. Our members look at these chil¬ 
dren as ‘their’ kids,” he said. 

Over the past several years, the State of Loui¬ 
siana has undergone many changes in behav¬ 
ioral health, said Champagne. The first change 
occurred in 2012 with the creation of the Loui¬ 
siana Behavioral Health Partnership, which cre¬ 
ated a managed care system for behavior health 
services provided to Medicaid recipients. Many 
of the services MacDonell previously provided 
to its residents, such as counseling and group 
therapy, were to be provided by outside agen¬ 
cies. The changes also reduced the number of 
children that could be cared for at the home 
from 36 to 16. 


“As a result of the changes, MacDonell was 
left with no practical alternative but to become 
what is known as a non-medical group home. 
The facility had to reduce staff and eventually 
close one of the cottages, limiting the total num¬ 
ber of children to be cared for to 12,” he added. 

MacDonell is again facing another transition 
as a residential facility working within the Loui¬ 
siana Behavioral Health Partnership managed 
care system. Most of the programs provided 
within the Louisiana Behavioral Health Part¬ 
nership will transition from one managed care 
organization to the five Medicaid Bayou Health 
plans, and the non-medical group homes ser¬ 
vices will return to operation under the Depart¬ 
ment of Children and Family Services. 

Motivated by the financial stress of keep¬ 
ing its doors open, in 2015 MacDonell began 
looking for opportunities to partner with other 
nonprofits and agencies. The home was able to 
secure a contract with Terrebonne Parish Con¬ 
solidated Government to house and manage a 
juvenile detention alternative program known 
as the Single Point Assessment and Resource 
Center (SPARC). The Juvenile Detention Alter¬ 
native Initiative (JDAI) is a nationally known 
project developed by the Annie E. Casey Foun¬ 
dation in 1992. 




The JDAI is a comprehensive system reform 
model that has shown to safely reduce reliance 
on secure detention. This model has proven to 
reduce detention populations, improve public 
safety outcome, expand alternative 
programs, enhance conditions 
of confinement and reduce racial 
disparities. 

The SPARC program will be 
housed and operated by MacDonell 
on behalf of the Terrebonne Parish 
Consolidated Government. The par¬ 
ish government will utilize the Ter¬ 
rebonne Children and Youth Plan¬ 
ning Board as the contract monitor of 
the SPARC services. The youth board, 
resurrected by the parish president in 
2012, will encourage the collaborative 
efforts among local stakeholders for as¬ 
sessing the physical, social, behavioral 
and educational needs of children and 
youth in their respective communities 
and for assisting in the development 
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MacDonell Staff Rick Larkin, Plant 
Manager; Annette Domangue, 
Administrative Assistant; Amber 
Cangelosi, Business Office Manager; 
Kevin Champagne, Executive Director; 
back row, Bryan Augustine, Service 
Plan Manager; Krystal Dion, 

Residential Services Coordinator 


of comprehensive plans to address such needs. 
Terrebonne Parish would be the sixth parish to 
implement a JDAI program within Louisiana. 

MacDonell was also able to partner with the 
nonprofit agency Options for Independence 
(OFI), which opened one of its unoccupied 
dorms and moved several of their children’s 
services to the MacDonell campus. OFI also 
assisted MacDonell with the financial needs of 
the renovation of two of its buildings by seeking 
community resources and donations. 




A history of care 

MacDonell has a long, rich history when it 
comes to serving children in South Louisiana. 
The agency was originally founded in 1919 as 
Wesley House Community Center by Ella K. 
Hooper and Laura N. White, deaconesses in the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, South. The mis¬ 
sion started as a school for 10 girls. Ms. Hoop¬ 
er soon realized the critical need for education 
in the Houma area, which was then primarily 
a rural fishing village. Wesley House became 
the MacDonell French Mission School, which 
eventually began educating girls and boys. The 
campus grew to house five additional buildings. 

MacDonell ceased its role as the French Mis¬ 
sion School around 1949, when the institution 
began to serve Native American children in the 
Houma area. In 1953, Terrebonne Parish Public 
Schools began educating the Native American 
population and MacDonell shifted its focus to 
serve children who came from “broken homes,” 
or those who were “dependent and neglected.” 
Today, MacDonell continues to serve children 
who have been taken into foster care or who are 
in the custody of the state as well as children 
who need a group living experience. 


MacDonell is governed by a 13-member 
board representing communities from across 
the state. One-third of its membership is United 
Methodist. 

“MacDonell is able to provide services be¬ 
cause of its covenant relationship with Unit¬ 
ed Methodist Women, which owns the prop¬ 
erty on which the MacDonell campus resides. 
United Methodist Women provides support 
and training opportunities to many organiza¬ 
tions throughout the United States, doing mis¬ 
sion work focusing on women, children and 
youth,” said Champagne. 

One of the things that makes the MacDonell 
home unique is its setting. Visitors to the prop¬ 
erty are greeted by the sight of the Wesley 
House, which is surrounded by numerous oak 
trees anywhere from 200-300 years old. The 
building, which is on the National Register of 
Historic Places, was built in 1832 and is the old¬ 
est house in Terrebone Parish. 

The facility’s 17.5 acres and historic buildings 
provide the residents with a little bit of country 
in the middle of the city of Houma, said Rick 
Larkin, plant manager for the facility 

“My job is to give the children a nice looking 
place to live,” said Larkin, who came to Mac¬ 
Donell in 1975. “I got called out to do a few days 
of work—those few days stretched out 40 years,” 
he said with a laugh. 

During his tenure, Larkin has witnessed a lot 
of changes at the facility. 

“Even the way children are placed here has 
changed dramatically. Years ago, parents would 
come here needing help. Maybe one parent had 
passed away. Kids as young as five years old 
came to MacDonell and stayed until they were 
16 or 17—essentially, they grew up here. Those 


kids are some of the ones who as adults now help 
with fundraising for the facility.” 

One of those “MacDonell kids” is Paul 
Wayne, who spent eight years at the group 
home. Wayne wrote about his experiences at 
MacDonell in a book titled Unremembered 
Wings. The nurse anesthetist, who now lives in 
Denver, wrote in his book about the day he de¬ 
parted MacDonell: “The ancient live oak trees 
on campus shone in the morning light, and the 
azaleas outside the cottages were in full bloom. 
I could smell the salty, rich smell of the inter¬ 
coastal canal and Bayou Terrebonne, where I 
had fished and played on countless afternoons. 
The white two-story framed buildings I first laid 
eyes on that frightening day eight years before 
hadn’t changed. But I had. I had grown into a 
young man here, someone who was capable of 
making his own decisions. They might not al¬ 
ways be the best decisions, but they were mine. 

“The children’s home continues to serve its 
mission as best it can under state regulations, 
helping lost children find their place in the 
world,” Wayne wrote. 

The children being served at MacDonell ex¬ 
press those same positive sentiments about the 
home and the people who run it. When asked if 
he has a favorite member of the staff, Tom said, 
“They’re all pretty much my favorite. Some¬ 
times I can get on their nerves. But they’re just 
trying to help me.” ■ 

Betty Backstrom is director of communications 
for the Louisiana Conference of The United 
Methodist Church. 
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FOR MORE THAN 100 YEARS 
LOUISIANA METHODIST CHILDREN'S HOME 


Has Rescued 
Lost Children 


Today, the number of children in need of care in Louisiana is as great 
as ever. With recent changes in state law, the Children’s Home has 
willingly taken on the much more difficult task of caring for the state’s 
most neglected and abused youth. This required a transition into a 
level of service known as “Psychiatric Residential Treatment Facility” or 
PRTF. The Children’s Home has spent millions of dollars to upgrade its 
campuses and hire additional staff to meet the PRTF standards of care. 




Ruston campus: Beautiful oak 
tree in front of Webb. Hall, with 
the Chapel in the background 











Ruston campus: Resident 
with Daisy at the Outdoor 
Wilderness Learning Center. 



MORE THAN HALF of the children are pri¬ 
vately placed with the remainder placed by the 
state. Medicaid covers 85-95% of the cost of 
PRTF services. Roughly 70% of the facility’s en¬ 
tire budget goes to helping the 280 children who 
rotate in and out of the 126 beds located in the 
home’s three campuses, located in Ruston, Sul¬ 
phur and Mandeville. 

Recently, the Children’s Home in Ruston 
took in a child with more than 55 foster home 
or treatment facility placements in the last four 
years. He had used up all the “grace” provided 
in the system. After he was placed in the home, 
clinical and residential staff worked diligently 
with the child to create appropriate attachments; 
build emotional regulation skills; and provide an 
environment where he feels wanted and loved. 
The staff also addressed his chronic behavioral 
and diagnostic issues. “Imagine what this young 
man’s progress could have been if we had been 
his first or tenth placement, rather than his 56 th ” 
said Patrick Blanchard, Director of Development 
and Public Relations for the home. 

The Louisiana Methodist Children’s Homes 
operate with one direct care staff member per 
three children all day, all year round. The resi¬ 
dents receive medical care in the campus clinic; 
benefit from intensive emotional and psycho¬ 
logical therapy; are educated by attending an on- 
campus school; receive snacks and three meals 
a day, just like any other child. Recreational op¬ 
portunities abound, and the children also enjoy 
the holidays with the blessing of donated gifts 
at Christmas. Weekday devotions and Sunday 
chapel are offered, as well as regular Bible study. 

“We are keeping children safe from using 
drugs, being abused, running the streets and 
committing crimes,” said Dr. David Wheeler, 
Vice President of Clinical Services. “Over time, 
outcome measures indicate a significant im¬ 
provement in children from when they came 


into treatment to when they leave. It is always 
encouraging when youth keep in touch after dis¬ 
charge to let the staff know how they are pro¬ 
gressing in life.” 

To address the growing needs of Louisiana’s 
children, the Children’s Home is building a new 
campus on 126 acres east of Hammond, La. “We 
will incorporate the best of what we do on all 
three campuses and place an Outdoor Wilder¬ 
ness Learning (OWL) Center right next door to 
the residential halls, so all of our children will 
take full advantage of the transformational ex¬ 
periences that therapeutic recreation can bring,” 
said Blanchard. 

With its Family Counseling Center and state¬ 
wide “sister,” Family Plus Counseling Services, 
the agency helps children and families heal the 
hurt that is tearing them apart. “We have highly 
skilled and licensed therapists who specialize in 
addiction, anger management, trauma, couples 
and family therapy,” said Blanchard. 

Serving a 12-parish and county area in North 
Louisiana and South Arkansas, the Family 
Counseling Center offers three specialized areas 
of care: Children’s Services Program, Trauma 
Recovery Program and the Family Relationship 
Program. With 164 years of combined licensed 
experience, the Family Counseling Center is also 
a vital partner in the Lincoln Health Founda¬ 
tion’s Mental Health Initiative, which provides 
mental health care to the underserved. It also 
plays a supportive role with the National Guard, 
first responders and churches to strengthen un¬ 
derstanding of mental health issues. 

Family Plus Counseling Services honors the 
Children’s Home’s mission statement through 
its outreach to the congregations of the Louisi¬ 
ana Annual Conference. Its success is measured 
through outreach to United Methodist church¬ 
es across the state. By creating individualized 
services for these congregations, Family Plus is 


“Overtime, outcome measures 
indicate a significant improvement 
in children from when they came 
into treatment to when they leave. 

- Dr. David Wheeler ; VP of Clinical Services 
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offering education, early intervention and pre¬ 
vention in communities throughout Louisiana. 
Rev. Warren Clifton, pastor of Faith Crossing 
United Methodist Church in Walker, recently 
said, 

“There’s a great need for mental health coun¬ 
seling in the Livingston Parish area, and very 
few places have it. With Methodist Family Plus 
Counseling Services, I can make a pastoral refer¬ 
ral for a church member for an initial counseling 
session at no charge. The church member and 
the Methodist Family Plus counselor talk about 
the problem and decide on future sessions, and 
whether insurance is available or whether the 
church member can pay on a sliding scale.” 

Family Plus Counseling Services also provides 
community outreach programs such as a recent 
presentation at Ingleside UMC by Mamie Moses, 
PLPC. The “Self-Care for Caregivers” program 
helped participants identify themselves as care¬ 
givers and recognize their need for stress man¬ 
agement tools. One visiting participant thought 
the program was so informative and enjoyable 


that she asked, “How can we get similar training 
at our church?” 

The agency’s statewide Methodist Foster Care 
gives very troubled children safe and supportive 
homes to live in while their broken homes are 
sorted out or until a new, wholesome permanent 
home is found. 

As an example, with the help of the Monroe 
office of Methodist Foster Care, a 15-year-old has 
found a home where one of her sisters could join 
her. Her original home was almost uninhabitable, 
and she shared a room with her two sisters and a 
brother. She lived a life of poverty and bounced 
through three regular foster homes and two other 
therapeutic foster homes before being invited into 
“Mrs. T’s” home. She calls Mrs. T “momma,” and 
says she is “lucky to have her.” Now a straight-A 
student, she is Harvard or Yale bound, according 

► 

Ruston campus: 

Teacher and 
resident pictured at 
Howard School. 
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^ Sulphur campus: 

Boys enjoy fishing. 

^ New Orleans campus: 
Surprise birthday party for 
a resident of Methodist 
Children's Home of Greater 
New Orleans. 


to a child placement worker at the home. 

The Outdoor Wilderness Learning (OWL) 
Center helps families experience the God-given 
joys of life without drugs, alcohol or other de¬ 
structive influences. Whether it’s the challenge 
course, horses, canoes, bunkhouse, family lodge, 
conference center or just wandering the beauti¬ 
ful 800-acre wilderness campus, the OWL Cen¬ 
ter offers one transformational opportunity after 
another. 

“I worked with a 16 year old boy who had prob¬ 
lems with authority. His mom wanted him back 
home, but each home visit ended with tears and 
a return to the Children’s Home. During indi¬ 
vidual Equine Assisted Learning (EAL) sessions, 
he worked with an orphaned foal, and learned 
the importance of managing his temper - and 
what it was like to have something not respect 
his authority. During an equine family session, 
he and his mom were able to get to the root 
of their problems, and began to make prog¬ 
ress. Shortly afterwards, he went home - and 
this time he stayed home. His therapist felt that 


the Equine Assisted Learning sessions were the 
turning point in his time with the Children’s 
Home,” said Samantha Luttrell, Equine Pro¬ 
gram Supervisor. 

The Life Skills Training Center helps older 
children, who will soon be adults, learn how 
to manage the basics of life. Skills like person¬ 
al banking, grocery shopping, paying bills and 
finding a place to live are taught. “More than 20 
percent of children who age-out of foster care 
will become homeless. Twenty-five percent will 
be involved in the justice system within two years 
of leaving the foster care system. Seventy-one 
percent of young women who age out are preg¬ 
nant by 21, facing higher rates of unemploy¬ 
ment, criminal conviction, public assistance, and 
involvement in the child welfare system,” said 
Blanchard. A stable home, a job and enrollment 


in an educational program - basic expectations 
for most middle class families - are huge indi¬ 
cators of the success of the Life Skills training 
program. 

Creating this array of interrelated, community- 
based services is costly. Consider the funds needed 
for staffing, travel, infrastructure, statewide infor¬ 
mation technology support for communication 
and electronic health records, brochures, websites, 
training and the hundreds of other expenses as¬ 
sociated with such a state-wide venture. 

“We continually expand our reach beyond 
our grasp to guide more children and families 
home to experience God’s love by following the 
teachings of Christ. We depend on you (Unit¬ 
ed Methodists), the Body of Christ, to never let 
us go so we can continue to serve God through 
serving children and families,” said Blanchard. ■ 


“We continually expand our reach 
beyond our grasp to guide more 
children and families home to 
experience God’s love by following 
the teachings of Christ. 

- Patrick Blanchard , Director of Development and PR , LMCH 
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Create Your Legacy 

2 free resources to get you started 


For your family's sake and the ministries close to your heart, 
shouldn't you make plans ahead of time? 


• A will can help you decide who will receive your property. 

• You can appoint a guardian for your minor children in your will. 

• A will allows you to appoint an executor to administer your estate. 

• A will can help reduce taxes for your heirs and your estate. 


Without a will, the state will determine where your assets go and 
who will take care of your children. A will allows you to create your 
legacy by letting loved ones know your wishes and giving them the 
legal authority to implement them. 

Begin creating your legacy with the Foundation's FREE, five-week 
Estate Planning Course by mail, OR our "Protecting Your Legacy" 
wills guide. There is no cost or obligation. 



UNITED METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

- of Louisiana —- 

Where Faith and Money Come Together” 


Contact us for your FREE 
Estate Planning Course or Wills Guide 

www.umf.org 225.346.1535 800.256.9317 










LOUISIANA 

NEWS, OPPORTUNITIES AND WITNESS 
OF UNITED METHODIST MINISTRIES 


www.la-umc.org I Winter 2016 




Providing 
Food and 
Communication 

PAGE 4 

Engaging Global 
Communities 

PAGE 8 



Shreveport Churches 
Unite to Ignite 

PAGE 10 


szs#iiiAiy3d 
vi 'sonoa NOiva 

aivd 

aovisod s n 

lldOdd-NON 


00Z.S-S080Z 
Vl ‘0§noy uo;ea 

■pAia muon lz 9 

eou0j0iuoo [Ain VI 











BISHOP'S MESSAGE 


HOLY WEEK IS 
UPON US AGAIN. 


his week is one of contradictions, 
filled with amazing highs and devas¬ 
tating lows. 

The emotional roller coaster ride 
begins on “Palm Sunday.” We remember the 
triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem as the 
crowds wave their palms and shout “hosannas.” 
Then on Good Friday, the crowd turns on Jesus 
and cries for him to be crucified. And, lest we 
forget, even some of Jesus’ own disciples turned 
their backs on this one whom they had followed. 


“God is still the God 
of reversal - God 
is the one who 
brings hope out of 
desperation, day 
out of night, and 
joy every morning.” 



In his Lenten devotional, The Gift of New 
Creation , Thomas L. Ehrich writes, “Luke’s pas¬ 
sion narrative was like this: a glimpse of some¬ 
thing enormous that God was doing. It describes 
specific actions, like those captured in a slow- 
motion home movie, and savors each detail, 
turned over in disciples’ hands, like a treasure 
yielding critical information. And yet the scale 
was beyond comprehension. God was re-order¬ 
ing creation, making ‘all things new,’ reconciling 
humankind to God, and seeking to end the en¬ 
mity between peoples, tribes and nations. This 
was more than Israel, more than Jerusalem, more 
than a single conflict between God’s anointed 
and religious leaders who felt threatened.” 

Holy Week is the week when the world is 
turned upside down. It is the time when we re¬ 
flect upon how love, grace and mercy make a 
home in our lives - when all things are made 
new. When the possibility of a reversal is real and 
is not like a one-hour “fixer upper” reality show. 

Do you pray for a world where death is no 
more? A world free from addiction, where fami¬ 
lies are built on love and a trust that defies the 
news; a place where parenting is a joy, not a bur¬ 
den; a place where children go to bed with full 
bellies; a world where women don’t have to sell 


LOUISIANA 
NOW RECEIVES 
AWARDS 


The Louisiana Now magazine received top honors on Jan. 20 during the annual meeting of 
United Methodist Association of Communicators. 

The publication received a First Place award (Robert F. Storey Award of Excellence) in the 
Conference Division during the meeting, which was held prior to the pre-briefing for the 2016 
General Conference. In addition, Betty Backstrom, editor of Louisiana Now and Director of 
Communications for the conference, received four first place awards and one second place 
award for writing. ■ 



Bishop Cynthia Fierro Harvey 


their bodies or themselves to survive; a world 
where children are safe in schools; where every¬ 
one is paid a fare wage; where loved ones are free 
from random mass shootings; where terrorists 
are no more? 

A new creation calls for a reversal - a world 
turned upside down! 

During this week, I invite you to join me in 
praying for an upside down world—a reversal. 
Are you willing to risk all to follow the one who 
gave his all for us? Our Conference Vision state¬ 
ment ends with this statement—“Holding noth¬ 
ing sacred but the mission!” Jesus chose to do 
this. How about you? 

Maybe, just maybe, God is still in the business 
of turning our world upside down. God is still 
the God of reversal - God is the one who brings 
hope out of desperation, day out of night, and 
joy every morning. 

God can still make all things new. ■ 
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LEA JOYNER MEMORIAL UMC 
OFFERS PASSION PLAY TO GO’ 








THIS IS 
OUR GIFT 
TO THE 
COMMUNITY” 


his year, on the Friday and Satur¬ 
day of Palm Sunday weekend, Lea 
Joyner Memorial United Method¬ 
ist Church is providing just such 
an opportunity with a drive-through, walk¬ 
through passion play, depicting the suffering 
and death of Jesus. The church also offered the 
drive-through performance last year on the 
Sunday and Monday before Easter. 

The live, outdoor event features four scenes 
from the last days of Christ, including the Last 
Supper, Jesus praying in the Garden of Geth- 
semane, Roman soldiers and criminals com¬ 
ing to believe in Him at the crucifixion, and 
Mary Magdalene and the women reacting to 
the discovery of an empty tomb. 

The scenes are set in the front parking lot of 
the church, allowing space for two cars—plus 
any walkers—to view each scene. All of the 
scenes run simultaneously, so while the play 
runs from 7-9 p.m. each night, it only takes 
each viewer around 15 minutes to enjoy all of 
the scenes. If a viewer drives into the parking lot 
and sees a long line of vehicles, the church of¬ 
fers parking spaces for cars to park so that folks 
can exit their vehicle and simply walk through. 


Members of Lea Joyner create scene back¬ 
drops, serve as actors and handle traffic 
control. Juri Thompson, a youth intern, was 
quoted as saying, “We built the passion play 
around the whole family to be able to see and 
enjoy. It is a kid friendly version.” 

“This is our gift to the community,” said 
Rev. Betty Swanson, associate pastor for Lea 
Joyner UMC. “The fact that it is a drive- 
through makes this very non-confrontational. 
We have a lot of unchurched that come for 
special events and holidays. This is a way to 


make people feel unpressured and just enjoy 
in the comfort of their cars. Many saw this for 
the first time last year and many were people 
that have never read or owned a Bible.” 

The drive and walk-through passion play 
put on by Lea Joyner Memorial UMC effec¬ 
tively reflects the “vision and preferred future” 
of the Louisiana Annual Conference of The 
United Methodist Church by “reaching out 
and drawing in people from all walks of life 
resulting in vibrant, alive and vital congrega¬ 
tions.” ■ 








ST. JOHN'S UMC 


EETS COMMUNITY NEEDS FOR 
FOOD AND COMMUNICATIO 


Volunteers serving The Shepherd’s Market—a client 
choice food pantry at St. John’s United Methodist 
Church in Baton Rouge—began to notice soon after 
opening their doors in 2012 that a significant number 
of clients were Spanish-speaking. 



^ Paula Cobb teaches 
ESL classes. 


dually, we estimate that 25 percent 
of the people currently coming in 
r -\ for help are non-English speak¬ 

ing. We currently serve 420 families 
per month,” said Theresa Sandifer, director of 
Shepherds Market and a member of St. John’s 
UMC. “We started to recruit volunteers for the 
pantry that were bilingual, especially to help 
out in the intake process when people would 
first come to ask for help.” 

Food pantry organizers also started putting 


bilingual labels on the shelves. “For example, 
we would put the Spanish word for corn next 
to the English word corn.’ The labels seemed 
to help some, but we were still resorting to a 
lot of pointing,” said Sandifer, who added that 
pantry workers have also downloaded lan¬ 
guage apps on their mobile phones to help with 
translation. 

In addition to having bilingual volunteers 
helping with client intake, the pantry has de¬ 
veloped application forms and promotional 
flyers in both Spanish and English. “The inabil¬ 
ity to speak English can present a huge barrier 
for our clients, whom we wish to serve with the 
utmost of respect and dignity. By our making 
an effort to communicate more effectively, we 
let them know that how they feel is important 
to St. John’s. This approach goes a long way in 
giving our pantry a community kind of feel,” 
said Sandifer. 

Not only did the volunteers begin to learn 
more about the Spanish language, organizers 
soon realized that helping their clients learn 
more about English could help them in their 
visits to the pantry-and more importantly, in 
their everyday lives. 

So, church volunteers began to offer free 
English as a Second Language classes to anyone 
who wanted them. 

Initially, the ESL classes were offered at the 
church. “Teegie Hamilton really spearhead¬ 
ed this project,” said Carol Young, who works 
with Hamilton to teach the classes. “At first, we 
would teach at the church on Tuesday morn¬ 
ings at the same time that The Shepherd’s 
Market was open for business. The market is 
also open on Monday evening and Thursday 
morning,” said Young, a retired English teacher. 

Soon, however, the lessons “morphed” into 
a broader outreach. Young and Hamilton, a 
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retired speech therapist, began to offer the 
classes on Tuesday mornings from 9:30-10:30 
a.m. at the Gardere Christian School, located 
very near St. Johns UMC. “There are many 
Spanish-speaking students at the school. We 
currently have 14 or 15 names on our student 
roster, and those coming are largely parents of 
the Gardere school students,” said Young, who 
added that church member Paula Cobb, a cer¬ 
tified ESL instructor, also offers the classes on 
Thursday evenings at the church. 

“Many of the women I teach have small chil¬ 
dren. One of their main concerns is knowing 
enough about English grammar and vocabu¬ 
lary to be able to speak to their children’s teach¬ 
ers and doctors,” said Cobb. 

Moving to the school eliminated the chal¬ 
lenge for students of getting to the church, 
which was a car drive away. “Most of these fam¬ 
ilies are within walking distance to school, so 
that made getting to us much easier,” she added. 

The students enter the program at many 
different levels of fluency. “Some have been in 
Baton Rouge for years, and have acquired some 
familiarity with the English language. Some are 
starting from the beginning, and need to de¬ 
velop basic communication skills. As instruc¬ 
tors, we try to make it fun for the students,” said 
Young. 

Rev. Jay Hogewood, pastor of St. Johns 
UMC, is inspired by the efforts of church mem¬ 
bers who are spearheading these ministries. 


“Without the hard working volunteers, people 
who are willing to extend themselves and reach 
beyond their ‘comfort zones,’ this effort would 
never have risen. I am consistently amazed 
and overjoyed that so many in our congrega¬ 
tion are willing to share their gifts and graces 
so generously.” 

Teaching ESL classes has proven to be “ex¬ 
citing” for Young. “In many ways, it has en¬ 
hanced my faith. Often with ministry, you start 
where you are, and it grows from there. It is 
so interesting to me how this program evolved, 
starting with the church’s involvement in the 
food pantry and expanding into this wonder¬ 
ful outreach. Offering these classes affords St. 


John’s another connection to the communi¬ 
ty—the ESL outreach is a true reflection of the 
community surrounding and served by our 
church.” 

Rev. Hogewood added, “As in the miracle of 
Pentecost when the Church was birthed, this 
mission exemplifies the Holy Spirit’s work in 
a culture often skeptical, or even downright 
scared, of those who speak different languages. 
I count it as a modern parable of God’s ongoing 
effort to ‘speak the language’ of God’s created 
ones. This mission - to share in learning living 
languages - reminds me that the Holy Spirit al¬ 
ways has a fresh word for the Church but also 
for the culture in which we work and play.” ■ 


"I am consistently amazed 
and overjoyed that so many 
in our congregation are 
willing to share their gifts 
and graces so generously.” 

- Rev. Jay Hogewood, Pastor of St. Johns UMC 
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Louisiana Avenue United Methodist Church 
is impacting the city of Lafayette through an 
active “street” ministry. Appropriately, the 
outreach program is known as IMPACT, an 
acronym for “inspiring ministry of poverty 
action through Christ’s testimony.” 


he ministry began as a “brown bag” 
feeding program for the growing 
population of homeless in down¬ 
town Lafayette, said Rev. Robert 
Johnson, pastor of Louisiana Avenue UMC. 
Every month on the second Saturday, church 
members prepare and pack sandwiches with 
chips and water, praying over the bags of food 
before they head “to the streets” to distribute 
the lunches. “We recently served 162 people on 
the streets of Lafayette. We could have helped 
more, but we ran out of food,” Johnson added. 

The energetic and community-minded pas¬ 
tor is thankful for the church volunteers who 
make IMPACT possible and who are “willing 
to go where Jesus would go.” The momentum 
behind the ministry’s initial success has seeded 
the addition of clothing distribution and pop¬ 
up worship throughout the community to its 
offerings. 

Hitched to the back of a truck, a colorful 
trailer which bears the ministry’s IMPACT 
logo carries needed supplies as volunteers 
make their way around the city. “It’s good to 
be part of a connectional denomination,” said 
Johnson, who shared that Rosedale UMC gifted 
IMPACT with the sound equipment needed to 
hold street worship. “Through this ministry, we 
are taking church out of the building and meet¬ 
ing people at the point of their needs. That is 
where Jesus meets us all.” 

Two of the largest groups of the city’s home¬ 
less citizens can be found near the Lafayette bus 
station and off of St. John Street, according to 
Johnson. “These groups are setting up camp ar¬ 
eas under trees and in the woods. They need 
physical help. And they want a church to come 
out and minister to them. They want prayer 
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"...we are taking church out of the buildin 
and meeting people at the point of their 
needs. That is where Jesus meets us all.” 


- Rev. Robert Johnson, pastor of Louisiana Avenue UMC 


and they want to tell their stories.” 

One man served by the church’s IMPACT 
“brown bag” ministry shared with Johnson that 
he never could have imagined that he would 
ever be homeless and living on the streets. Then 
three years ago, the man lost his job, his home 
and his family in rapid succession. “He shared 
with me that at one time he was very angry with 
God. But he added that because of ministries 
like IMPACT, and our willingness to just listen 
to his story, he knows there is a God who loves 
him and who will not leave him.” 

When greeting the homeless, the 30-plus 
volunteers from Louisiana Avenue UMC 
wear brightly colored t-shirts bearing the 
IMPACT logo. “They know us now and are 
beginning to trust us. As groups, they have 
built their own communities and look out 
for one another. When we offer food, they 
take only what they can eat so that all can be 


fed. When we go out on Saturdays, we regu¬ 
larly check on one area house that usually has 
at least 10 people in the home-in addition 
to the adults, there are very young children 
and teens in this home, living with no food.” 
Seeing such great need continues to inspire 
church volunteers, said Johnson. “The peo¬ 
ple that we are serving want to go to church, 
but they have felt that the church won’t accept 
them. But, yet so many of them love the Lord.” 

So, Louisiana Avenue UMC continues to de¬ 
velop new ways to bring church to the people. 
Rev. Johnson said, “We as a faith community 
want to live out the Gospel. Jesus said, ‘If a man 
has a hundred sheep and one of them gets lost, 
what will he do? Won’t he leave the ninety-nine 
others in the wilderness and go to search for 
the one that is lost until he finds it?’(Luke 15:4 
NLT) Through Impact Ministry, we are search¬ 
ing for that one lost sheep.” ■ 
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Nikki Leon and Drew 
Greene, Ingleside 
volunteers to Uganda. 



FOR GIRLS 


A faithful group of women are helping 
Ingleside United Methodist Church 
engage with the global community by 
sewing and packaging hygiene kits for 
girls living in Uganda. 



(( 


~~ hese kits are badly needed in under¬ 
served countries that have minimal 
resources. Most of the women who 
volunteer with this project are retired 
school teachers and administrators who believe 
heartily in helping girls to have access to health 
resources and access to education,” said Rev. Ali 
Young, pastor of Ingleside UMC. 

Ev Auster, a member of Ingleside and church 
coordinator of the Days for Girls project, is pas¬ 
sionate about the ministry. “Days for Girls is 
actually an international organization based in 
Washington state. We follow their guidelines 
when making the kits. The sewing group at 
Ingleside loves talking about the DFG project 
when shopping for material, or any time there 
are other women that will listen.” 

The finished kits are usually hand delivered 
to Uganda by Grace Baptist Church, which is 
located near Ingleside in the mid-city area of 
Baton Rouge. “In November of last year, two 
of our young adults went with the Baptist mis¬ 
sion team to help pass out the kits at a women’s 
clinic and to establish relationships with people 
that were being served,” said Young. 

Nikki Leon and Drew Greene, Ingleside’s 
two volunteers, worked with the mission team 
in putting on a three-day workshop designed 
to serve and equip local pastors, children and 
women. Nikki worked closely with a member 
of Grace Baptist on preparing a lesson plan for 
the workshops which focused on business, bud¬ 
geting, sex education, AIDS, baby development 
and life skills. 

Before Leon left on the mission, Ev Auster 
and her team of volunteers at Ingleside cre¬ 
ated 50 of the Days for Girls kits to send to 
Busembatia, Uganda. 
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“We arrived in Busembatia on a Sunday, just 
in time for church services. Smiles and warm 
welcomes abounded, and we were truly over¬ 
whelmed with the display of hospitality,” said 
Leon. 

That afternoon, the group began preparations 
for the conference that would take place over 
the next three days. “Of the topics we discussed, 
sex education and baby development were by 
far the most popular ones. Some of my favorite 
experiences were witnessing the women become 
more comfortable in talking amongst them¬ 
selves about these subjects - subjects that, as 
most of them put it, were taboo in their culture,” 
said Leon, who added that one of the women’s 
favorite experiences was viewing a computer- 
animated video of a fetus growing in the womb. 

The Days for Girls kits were greatly appre¬ 
ciated, as many women do not have access to 
clean feminine products. “Many of the women 
and girls cheered when I announced what we 
had brought as gifts, and several even tried to 
sneak back inside to get a second kit,” said Leon 
with a laugh. 

While Nikki was busy working with the work¬ 
shops, Drew Greene volunteered by helping to 
build a tent to be used for pastors’ meetings and 
reinforcing a fence that was under construction. 


“His most meaningful experience was also his 
most challenging. He was asked to go ‘door to 
door’ evangelizing, something he would be un¬ 
comfortable doing even here at home. But he 
embraced the moment, and God ended up 
blessing him with some wonderful memories 
and some new friends that he made during 
his visits to the homes in the community,” said 
Leon, who added that Greene picked up some 
phrases from the regional language, Lusoga. 

The group of multi-generational volunteers 
who sew and assemble the Days for Girls kits 
are not only reaching across continents, they 
are promoting ecumenical volunteerism and 
partnership within the Baton Rouge District of 


the Louisiana Conference. “The team includes 
a member of Blackwater UMC and a volunteer 
from an area Episcopalian church. Volunteers 
from Ingleside have served as a teaching re¬ 
source for churches like St. John’s UMC in 
Baton Rouge, instructing their volunteers on 
how to make the kits,” said Young, who added 
that the Days for Girls project is spearheaded 
through a nonprofit organization. 

In addition to its global and district-wide 
outreach, Ingleside UMC is also engaging 
with residents surrounding the church by 
sponsoring a neighborhood food drive that 
collects items for the Greater Baton Rouge 
Food Bank. ■ 


“...Smiles and warm welcomes 
abounded, and we were truly 
overwhelmed with the display 

of hospitality.” - Nikki Leon , Ingleside UMC volunteer 
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SHREVEPORT CHURCHES 

UNITE THROUGH UM-IGN 



When churches work together to impact a 
community, amazing things can happen. Tommy 
O’Rear, a member of Sibley United Methodist 
Church and coordinator for UM-Ignite, has 
witnessed first-hand the benefit of congregations 
pooling their resources and energy to make a 
difference in the lives of others. 


© Participating United Methodist churches 
include Sibley, Brushwood in Dubberly, 
Cross Roads, Hall Summit, Doyline, 
Haughton, Ringgold, Castor and Heflin. 


UM-IGNITE IS A COALITION OF CONGREGATIONS 
in the Shreveport District focusing on outreach to 
Bienville, Bossier, Claiborne, Red River and Webster 
parishes. Participating United Methodist churches in¬ 
clude Sibley, Brushwood in Dubberly, Cross Roads, 
Hall Summit, Doyline, Haughton, Ringgold, Castor 
and Heflin. 

“All of the UM-Ignite churches serve smaller commu¬ 
nities with a significant amount of poverty. In response 
to needs created by that poverty, the coalition supports 
a food pantry hosted at Haughton and Ringgold and 
sponsors clothing drives for school children and a lo¬ 
cal nursing home,” said O’Rear, who said that a recent 
garment drive generated more than 2,500 articles of 
clothing. 

“We were able to provide coats for kids in six differ¬ 
ent schools in four parishes. As for the nursing home, we 
found out that residents of the home are on Medicaid 
and that a number of them didn’t have adequate cloth¬ 
ing. It felt good to help them out,” said O’Rear. 

Most of the UM-Ignite churches host food drives, 
collecting canned and dry goods for the food pantry. 
Volunteers take the items to Ringgold and Haughton and 
help with distribution of the food. “Also, Brookshire’s 
grocery allows Haughton to be there to accept donations 
of food, which helps a lot with keeping a source of items 
coming,” said O’Rear. 

A thrift shop that is spearheaded by Heflin UMC and 
supported by the coalition churches provides free cloth¬ 
ing and household goods to any family in need, espe¬ 
cially those who have lost their homes to fire or natural 
disaster. 

Another exciting outgrowth of UM-Ignite is the in¬ 
tentional effort to bring the youth from each of the 
churches together for joint activities and ministry. The 
teens have participated in lock-ins, enjoyed concerts 
and worked alongside church adults in a vibrant ramp 
ministry spearheaded by Sibley UMC which serves the 
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poor and the elderly. “The kids enjoy quarterly 
fellowship gatherings with music and games. 
There is always a devotional, and these events 
help to build strong Christian relationships as 
youth that will last a lifetime,” said O’Rear, who 
added that the youth have “stepped up” to con¬ 
duct their shared worship services. 

Perhaps most impressive is the level of out¬ 
reach that UM-Ignite churches have achieved 
in prison ministry. The residents of Bayou 
Dorcheat Correctional Center in Minden are 
the frequent recipients of help given by these 
coalition churches. “There are 60 women in the 
facility, and UM-Ignite gets information from 
the prison regarding the number of children of 
those incarcerated. A toy drive is hosted at each 
church three weeks before Christmas. We try to 
collect four toys for each child, as well as shoes, 
socks and coats,” said O’Rear. 

Coalition churches also collect reading ma¬ 
terials and hygiene items to distribute to those 


in the correctional facility. 

Male prisoners, who are housed at a differ¬ 
ent facility, are served by UM-Ignite volunteers 
through classes offered on substance abuse, an¬ 
ger management and parenting. “There are usu¬ 
ally 90 prisoners per session. Attendance in a 
recent ‘Celebrate Recovery’ class topped out at 
140 men,” said Gene Cloud, communications 


coordinator for UM-Ignite. Volunteers leading 
these on-site sessions receive training from the 
Department of Corrections. 

During a service held at the prison, a number 
of the men came down during an altar call with 
tears in their eyes. “For some, it was the first 
time they had heard the story of Jesus. So many 
of these men are worried about their families. 
Sometimes they tell me to call their mother or 
their wife to let them know they have found the 
Lord,” said O’Rear. 

When the inmates are paroled or finish their 
sentence, volunteers with UM-Ignite work to 
help them find employment. They also invite 
them to their churches in the hopes that they 
will find a spiritual home. “In my Sunday school 
class at Sibley UMC, four of those members are 
former inmates. I know there are some attend¬ 
ing church at Brushwood and Ringgold, too. 
They all say that they feel so welcomed in our 
churches,” said O’Rear, who feels that this part 
of the ministry is as critical as providing per¬ 
sonal items and toys. “These people who have 
paid for their mistakes need to know that they 
are a part of the family of God. We must love 
and accept them as any other Christian brother 
and sister, and not fear getting to know them 
personally.” 

The UM-Ignite initiative has even resulted in 
prisoners stepping forward, asking to be bap¬ 
tized. “These baptisms are currently being per¬ 
formed by ministers of the coalition churches,” 
said O’Rear, who indicated that the baptisms 
for women prisoners are held at a local Baptist 
church while the men are baptized at the Bayou 
Dorcheat Correctional Center. ■ 


"All of the UM-Ignite churches 
serve smaller communities with 
a significant amount of poverty.” 

- Tommy O’Rear, UM-Ignite coordinator 
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TAKE OUR FREE ESTATE PLANNING COURSE AND 


CREATE 

YOUR 

LEGACY 

IN LOUISIANA 

A CURRENT ESTATE PLAN IS VITAL 
TO MAKING SURE YOUR WISHES 
ARE CARRIED OUT 

GET STARTED WITH FIVE EASY 
LESSONS-ENROLL NOW! 



r^ach lesson in the United Methodist Foundation of 
C Louisiana's free estate planning course is written by 
a Louisiana tax and estate planning attorney and offers 
information specific to our unique state. 

Upon completion of the course, you will receive a free 
booklet. 'Protecting Your Legacy," a 24-page guide to 
planning your will and trust. 

Enroll on our website and the lessons will be mailed to 
you at weekly intervals. There is no cost or obligation. 

BEGIN CREATING YOUR LEGACY NOW! 


SI F _ 


TOPICS INCLUDE: 

Why Everyone Needs an Estate Plan 

A Louisiana Perspective on Estate 
Planning 

How to Minimize Taxes on Estate 
Planning 

Making the Best Use of Your 
Retirement Plan 

How Life Income Gifts Can Boost 
Income and Cut Taxes 


UNITED METHODIST 

Foundation 

of Louitixna ■ - - 

“WJicfc F ault jukI Money tome Tojcrther' 1 


ENROLL AT WWW.UMF.ORG OR CALL (225) 346-1535 









